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Course Objective:
· To identify the early European explorers and understand the importance of trade between Europe and the East and further study why the sea route was necessary.  

· To identify what lands in the Western Hemisphere Columbus explored, and why his voyages were important.

· To identify how the English had completed their colonization of the New World.  Identify how these settlements were founded to provide havens for the victims of religious persecution and provide economic security for immigrants.  

· To identify how relationship with Native Americans worsened.  With the establishment of the plantation system in the Southern colonies, Africans were bought into North American as slave.
· To identify why the relations between Great Britain and the American Colonies deteriorated. To identify how the British government imposed new taxes causing much unrest resulting in the Revolutionary War.
· To identify who contributed to victory in the American Revolution, and how the lives of Americans changed.

· To identify how the United States grew in size and strength after the War for Independence. To understand what problems were faced when the new plan of government was established.  Identify what plan of government the authors of the Constitution give the United States.  To understand the Constitution of the United States of America and to take the Constitution Test.    
· Identify why the United States fought a second war with Great Britain, and what were the results.    

· To identify what happened when Americans move westward, understand how and why the West was settled, who settled there, and what happened to the Native Americans who lived there.
· To understand how slavery drove the North and the South further apart in the early 1800s.  To learn the ways in which enslaved African Americans resisted slavery and identify some of the individuals who help abolish slavery.  
· Students will pass the constitution test.

Materials Needed:

· Textbook “Exploring American History” by Globe Book Company

· Folder (with two pockets) for homework assignments.
· 3 black pens and 1 red pen (all work should be done in black ink)

· 2 packages of loose-leaf  paper

· 1 Spiral notebook
· 2 boxes of tissue
· 1 highlighter 
Grading Policy:

· Each assignment will have a point value.  
· Student will be given opportunity for extra credit weekly.  
· Student will have homework assignments Monday to Thursday. Homework contract will be sent home on Monday and returned on Tuesday signed.
· When a student is absent they must return all missed work within two days of their return.  

· If a student misses a test or quiz, it must be made up within two days of their return.   
· Grades will be earned based on the total number of points earned divided by the amount of points possible.  The following grading scale will be followed:


90 – 100    =  A



80 – 89      =  B



70 – 79      =  C



60 – 69      =  D



59 – below = F
Classroom Management:
· Attendance – cannot exceed 3 unexcused absences in a nine week period or else they will fail the 9 week grading period.  When absent, it is very important the student get the missed assignments from the your partner.  

· Tardiness – will result in detention.

· Participation – student is expected to participate everyday and be responsible for their own behavior.    
· Students are expected to abide by all rules found in the student handbook.  They are expected to be responsible for their own behavior.  Immature behavior and constant redirection of inappropriate behavior waste instructional time and robs others of valuable learning opportunity.  

· Detentions and referrals (depending on how severe the incident is) will be issued for breaking the classroom/school rules.

I understand that this syllabus is a contract for U.S. History course.  I have read and understand this contract.

Student signature:  ______________________________________
Date:   ___________

Parent/Guardian:  ______________________________________
Date:  ____________
